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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a lactic acid (oligomer) capable of industrially and efficiently producing a high- 
molecular weight polylactic acid having adequate mechanical properties at low cost, by including a bis-carboxyethyl ether 
and its structural unit at specified proportions. 

SOLUTION: This lactic acid (oligomer) contains 1,1'-bis(1,1'-carboxyethyl) ether and its structural unit at <-0.3 mol.% 
based on the lactic acid monomer unit. Preferably, the other objective polylactic acid with 70,000-1 ,000,000 in weight- 
average molecular weight is obtained by dehydrating polycondensation of the above lactic acid (oligomer) in the presence 
or absence of a catalyst in an organic solvent, or by making a haloiminium salt act on the above lactic acid (oligomer). 
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